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pengali SI'lort Stories of Assam: A Picture of
citizenship Problems and Crises in Public Life
SUPENDRA NATH ROY AND KANIKA Roy

Introduction

Many years have passed since 1947. The Ganga, Brahmaputra and Barak
rivers have also followed the blood of innumerable people. Then slowly time
has forgotten us all. But even today, human blood flows through the Barak
and Brahmaputra rivers. This burning story is not known to all of us citizens
living outside Assam. Even after many years of independence, the citizens of
North-East India and Assam still have to live in fear of being uprooted.
Needless to say, it has had the most devastating effect on the lives of poor
people. This is normal. Because how do those who eat day in and day out
take care of citizenship documents? So when they suddenly get a notice to be
a doubtful voter or a notice to be a foreigner, they become ignorant and are
forced to run to one end and run to the other for government documents to
prove their citizenship. In the end, without proof, these poor people suffer
from severe depression and are forced to commit suicide. And those who
have not committed suicide are either in a camp or in a jungale. Our aim will
be to highlight how the storytellers of Assam have portrayed this problem of
citizenship and the crisis of public life in their stories.

Objectives
1. Highlight the terrible impact that doubtful voter and detention camp
have had on public life.

2. To discuss how the storytellers have raised the issue of citizenship in
Assam in their stories.

Methodology

The paper is purely descriptive. The main information is taken from the book
‘A collection of Bengali short stories of Assam' edited by Ranabir
Purakayastha (1949-).

P
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covering the improvement of the entire S0Ci0-economic ang

political system and raising the quality of lives of all humap
beings. Thus development is quantitative as well as qualitative,
something holistic covering all aspects of life. However,
development of a country or region is not feasible without the
development of women who constitute half of the total human
resource. The objective of women development in India and
Assam in particular is possible only when women from all
communities are enabled to grow and develop with equal and
effective participation in all spheres of life including political
sphere. In fact, along with the economic field, participation qf
women in political filed is a very important criterion for their
overall development, Besides, equal and qualitative participation
of women in political sphere and decision making process not only
makes the system more democratic but also play a significant {Ole
in the holistic development of the society. In other words 1t is 8
paramount need as it will facilitate women to be a part In thT
governance and its decision making process which, in turn, w
help in their development as well as empowerment. The inc.luSlo’e‘
of women in the political power structure and their pl'OPO"“om“o
participation not only brings gender issues to the forefront but als

Kntroductior_‘: Development is a multidimensional Piacess
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Exploring the Need for F DI Inflgy

Dipon Ghosh

niroduction: Look (Act) East Policy (LEP) is 4 rorcign poligy
Iof the Govemnment of India initinted in. l‘)QOs 1o integrage wil)

Asian countries |ike China, Myanmar, Korea, Japan, Thailsy
Indonesia, Singupore, Malaysia ete, The factors thi €ncoumn

India to frame LEP include the end of the cold war, the world wid
rising trend of regionalism, notable performance of Fast Asia, {he
China factor and giving a focus 1o NER in the development sphiere

0f the East Asian countries has attracyed the attention of the Indian

€Xperts to decpen (he linknge of India with jrs East and South-East
neighboring fnntions,

LEP js unquestionably beneficial for NER in many respests, |

Is, however, also trye that LEP is pructically possible without

giving due importance 1o NER. This i because of ity strategic
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Covid-19 Pandemic and Its Impact

Dr. Supendra Nath Roy

Assi Profe . Rabind Girls' College, Kari i
Kanika Roy g¢, Karimganj

Rescarch Scholar, University of Nos, Bengal, Siliguri

Introduction :

There is only one thing in the world today covid-19, Pe
today's miserable situation. Corona virus isa large fa;
throughout the world and can cause respiratory jj),
several known corona virus that infect people and us
Such as the common cold. However, at least two
have caused serve illness-Severe Acute Respirato

d ople could not think about
mlly of virus that is actually common
NESS in people and animals. There are
ually only case mild respiratory disease.
Previously indentified corona viruses
ry S_yndrome corona virus and Middle

East Respi y Syndi virus. An of th: id-19 is sti i
but other human corona virus is spread through person to persoenc:r:r::c:tg ;r:;ll:rolv:’g::;g
and flu, a person b sick through close with an infected pers irus i
i e s S dot o b s ected person. The virus is

d person through coughing and

sneczing or by touching surfaces with the virus on them. The city of Wuhan in China is

home to the virus. Already millions of people have died % frons

been infected. So it is only natural that the virus should havm::n::':: ::u:ty“lql:::ur:
the y and the envir The positive and i g 3
highlighted in this paper. e fegative aspects of Covid-19 will be

Objectives :

(1) Highlighting how Covid-19 has had a profound effecton v

(2) Covid-19 is not only a curse but also a blessing.

Methodology :

This paper is purely descriptive and based on secondary sources which have been
collected from various like j , reports, articl i

Impact on Rural Economy : .

The number of farmers and migrant workers in the village is usually higher. The
rural cconomy depends on them, But their position was never good. Many economists have
done research on this. Many writers have d li But their dition has not
changed. In the village farmers doing agriculture work and the migrant workers work in the
different states of India. The essayist himself (Dr. Supendra Nath Roy) is a son of a peasant
family. He has witnessed the inhuman work of the farmers. Farming all year round farmers
can somehow survive by doing the agriculture work. If for any reason the crop is ruined,
then they have to face a miserable situation. Those who have their own land, of course,
suffer no loss. But the biggest losers are those who cultivate land on lease, cultivate with
loans and cultivate with advance money from moneylenders. So they lag behind for various
reasons. Especially in terms of education. So not everyone can be educated in a farming
family. Their position is more miserable b of Covid-19. In the days of the lockdown,
the farmers suffered the most. They did not get a fair price for the crop as markets and
vehicles were closed. The migrant workers also have returned home and become

Siain n q

unemployed. As a result, the rural y has now Ty y p

aspects of society.

{

g paper, ete.
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Women's Political Empowerme{'lt and
Gender Studies: A Review of the Literature

Dr. Tapasi Sinha

Introduction ; .
Empowerment of women is one of the most vibrant and serious lsiues of gender
studies that easily attracts the attention of any literary work, academic debate ﬂf'?
discussion. In fact it is still 3 matter of great concern for the government as well as civil
society. This is so because the present scenario of women is not at its best so lar'as
is concerned, dless to mention the progress of any community, region
or country a1 large 1s not feasible without the empowerment of women who constitute
half of the human resource, Once Dr. B. R. Ambedkar rightly said “I measure the progress
of a community by the degree of progress which women made™ If half of the human
resources remain P dthen that or saciety cannot achieve its holistic
development. Thus, women's empowerment is very essential as it not only helps in the
development of half of the human resources but also the community as well the nation at
large to which they belong. In fact gender equality and women’s empowerment are both
human rights and are necessary for achieving comprehensive, un-biased and il
development. Empowerment of women is thus a prerequisite, an important indicator of
sustainable development, But unfortunately even in the 21% century women are struggling
to achieve their desired level of empowerment in all socio-economic and political spheres.
In most part of the world women compared to men receive less education and often the
knowledge, ability and coping mechanisms of women remain un-recognized. The existing
power relations in society often impede the process empowerment of women, their
attainment of healthy and self determined lives. Particularly in political spectrum the status
of women is very derogatory. In spite of having so many gender studies on the one hand
and nationz! and international policies as well as legislations on the other the political
condition of mass women, the quality of their participation in the of political decision
making autharities is not changing according to the expectation, As noted above people’s
participation is a vital part of democracy and a fi | catalyst of devel
Apparently women's participation and their political empowerment is very sacred and
politically important. Keeping the above phenomenon in mind some pertinent questions
arises i.e. s political empowerment of women a fact or fiction? Why women's participation
in decision making and power positions is not up to the desired level? What else needs to
be done to make it real? What is the role of gender studies? In the light of the above
queries there appears the necessity of reviewing the significance and role of literature. In
this context this paper is an attempt to review various literatures available on the political
participation and empowerment of women.

e
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Whatis emp ment?
of providing pawer to women not onl
also 1o fight against all kinds of in

the capacity or power of i

of women means the process
v to take decisions and control their own lives but
justices and gender discrimination against them. Itimplies
OMen 1o participate equally in the dacision making process in
all spheres with no separation of public and Pprivate and also in all socio-cultural, economic
and political processes of socisty, Thus, empowerment of women is fundamentally the
process of raising the capacity, skills or talents among women by providing them equal
rights, opportunities and freedom so that they can be more stranger and confident not
only to control their own life but also enjoy their legitimate rights as well as freedoms and
participate equally in the decision making process in both the public and private spheres.
So empowerment of women not only demands equal access to economic resources i.e.
capital or property, but also requires enjoyment of equal rights and freedom as well as
opportunities of development by women, Empowerment of women is thus a
Itidi | concept, g holistic covering both quantitative as well as
qualitative changes in all aspects of women’s lives, It includes within its purview social,
economic and also political ment. By Social emp ment we mean equal sacial
status of women and opportunity 1o take important decisions 2t the family and societal
levelirrespective of social norms, stigmas and customs, Thus, important indicators of social
p are equal partici; in the decision making process at home, freedom
from domestic violence, freedom from social evils and customs as well as traditions that
are prejudicial to women. Economic empowerment implies the process of making women
If-reliant (g i ) by providing them equal access to economic rights
as well as resources (capital, land and property). Economic empowerment of women
imp of economic d of women, Political empowerment of
women on the other hand requires enjoyment of equal political rights by wamen as well
as active participation of women In various political activities (conventional and un-
conventional) and political decision making authorities,

Review of the literature: it is now widely and intarnationally accepted
phenomenon that women's palitical participation and their political empowerment is a
fundamental component of democracy, as it is not only related to the strengthening of
Democracy but to the development of women as well. The Beijing Platform of Action,
1995, Para 181 clearly mentioned that without the active participation of women and the
incorporation of women's perspective at all levels of decision making, the goals of equality,
development and peace cannot be achieved. Therefore, no Study in political arena in
democratic setup can be complete unless women are taken into account. In spite of its
crucialimportance, itis however a matter of fact that, gender studies on women's role in
politics and the changing scenario of their participation in politics is historically remained
a least researched area. In the past, while a number of studies have been made on the
social and economic position of women in India, very scant attention had been paid to the
role of women in political field. Nevertheless, thanks to various reforms and feminist
movements, political status and empowerment of women has been recently trending and
the issue has emerged as one of the most important area of research of gender studies,
Thus, at present there are enough specific literatures, reference books, research articles,
journals etc. on the political aspect of women written by different scholars that seem
important and thus reviewed for the present study.
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CHAPTER 5

Universal Declaration of Human
Rights: The Magna Carta of
Human Rights

Tapasi Sinba

The concept of human rights is one of the most important areas of
academic study and as such occupies an important place in political
theory. This is so because of the value as well as power of human rights
which not only provide protection to the individual but also establishes a
relation with the state and society. However, if we look at the history of
political thought particularly in ancient time it is observed that the idea
of human rights is almost non-existent for the common people. In the
Greek city-states only citizens, who were very few in numbers and
belongs to elite class, were allowed to enjoy certain privileges which were
called rights. The vast majority of the population had no rights as they
were not included in the category of citizens. Nevertheless, the concept
of rights to the people first emetged in the social contract theories
Propounded by the Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau. The social contract
theory mentioned that people enjoyed some natural rights in the state of
nature under law of nature. It indicates that rights ate derived from the
principle of natural law. In fact, Locke was a greatest supporter of
Natural rights who stated that the main function of the civil society and
State is to protect these rights. Rights of an individual is very important
% they give protection from the arbitrary actions of the state. Thus,
social contract theory made a distinct contribution in making rights a
Part of political theory. With the passage of time, the idea of rights also
Started evolving and as such there are various dimensions and categories
Of rights such a5 — negative and positive rights, natural rights, moral
fights, fundamental rights, legal rights including civil, political and
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Governance in Higher Education Institutions of
India: Major Issues and Problems

Tapasi Sinha

Towards achieving the goal of good governance in Higher education institutions,
while the participation of all stakeholders such as Government, civil society,
Management Governing Body), employees (teaching and non-teaching staffs) and
students is essential, the involvement of students through the body of student union
is however both crucial and controversial. Though students are the largest group
within any Higher Education Institution, and therefore one of the main stakeholders
who have a much stronger voice than any other stakeholders but their participation
in the governance of Higher Educational Institutions particularly at the college level
is a debatable issue. This is so because the whole process of election of student union
and the indirect political interference often leads to violence that adversely effects not
only the educational environment but also the whole institutional quality
enhancement process in Higher Education. This paper, therefore being introductory
in kind and limited in its scope and objective, tries to outline some basic issues of
participation of students in Governance of the Higher Education institutions.

Participation is one of the main pillars of Democracy. In fact an institution can
be called democratic only if it promotes and ensures popular participation.
Therefore, needless to say in a democracy people need meaningful participation at all
levels of governance to make society vibrant and country prosperous and strong. In
simple words governance implies the process of decision making and also the process
by which decisions are implemented or not (Yadav, 2009). The World Bank book
(1992) defined Governance as “The manner in which power is exercised in the
Management of a country's economic and social resources for development”. UNDP
(United Nations Development Programme) viewed Governance as the exercise of
political, economic and administrative authority in the management of a country’s
affairs at all Jevels. It comprises mechanisms, processes and institutions through
Which citizens and groups articulate their interests, exercise their legal rights, meet
their obligations and mediate their differences. Thus, governance comprises the
traditions, institutions and processes that determine how power is exercised, how
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CHAPTER 29

R s oy T
Benito Mussolini and His Doctrine of

Fascism: Is it Relevant Today?

Tapasi Sinha

“Fascism was an idcology compounded of the teachings uf‘ Machiavelli’s
doctrine of opportunism, Hegel's political zbgulunfm. Sorel's doctrine ‘?[
violence and William James’ pragmatism. Fascism d!d not have a dogmatic
ideology and adapted its doctrine as the exigencies of the movement
required”,

Benito Mussolini

The Great World War I that took place more than a century ago
(1914-1918), was undoubtedly one of the most terrible and
destructive war in the history of the mankind which ndvcrscly
affected the people in the globe. It not only spoiled the social and
cconomic conditions of the world but also reshaped the political and
demographic landscape of Europe. The end of the Great War was
marked by uncmployment, breakdown of economies of the
European Nations, political instability and rising of extreme
natonalist and mass movements. Following the defeat of the Central
Powers in the war, the foreign policy and Diplomatic Relations in
Europe had changed tremendously. The Treaty of Versailles that was
signed on 28% June 1919 and other peace treaties brought significant
dissatisfactions which paved the way for new uprisings and reforms
in many European countries including Italy and Germany.
Particularly, Iraly was the most dissatisfied country because of its
dipl ic defeat at the Versailles. Besides, Italy was facing the post-
war economic and social disorganisation, gross profiteering,
monetary inflation, strikes for higher wages, dissatisfaction among
the war returning soldiers unemployment etc. Simultancously,
< i was  spreading  throughout Europe and  liberal
democratic states wese facing strong opposition. Thus, there were
poliical crisis and anarchy along with the growing fear of

BENITO My,

SSOUNIAND His bocTang of FASCISM | 263
communism in Italy. Benjeo Mussolj
took advantage of this situation

ia copl i i ionali
Italian people with hjs nationalist, anti-communist and i
st and anti-

democratic ideas. Mussolin $aid “7 aghed poghs
no material goods, no honors, , lestimonial, othing for myself, not for mine:
v M .
presume fo ml'l;ﬂlllal[ 7t to history. My o, b m’,””l;’:;”ll’:;:ll; of approval which
respected an o i ¥ v L want to ma,

!ﬂﬂ.’, ;Pifl 2 ,1 feared; 1 wany 10 render "y nation worthy of ber rmz ’MZ
ancient traditions. 1 want to accelerate her gypygioy toward the b oo
national co-oeration. I want to yaps ard the bighest forms of
wihole people. I want 1o create a politicq
1o safeguiard our developient, | dsire 7
vigor some decades or perhaps a centiry of lost

2 ’ istory. O, Ze)
which has demonstrated its an-replaceable .rlmlgl{;; ”I’ i::;;;;, ;:; I:If/’“"b;
z i ice an
degeneration and will put them down, The so-called liberal i//rlimliﬁu maln; at
]

other times becanse of a fallacions appear, it
unmasked of their phrases and  false zili::/”;’la:/;j Z:‘:::I:fllirzf om v
Benito M\fssoltn{ was an Italian Politician and Journalist who
become the Prime Minister of Italy from the March of Rome in 1922
to 1943 undil his disposition. He founded and led the National Fascist
Party and became the first Fascist dictator of Europe in the 20*
century. As the ruler and dictator of Italy, Mussolini inspired and
supported the international spread of faséis: movement during the
inter-war period. As the principal founder of fascism, the fascist ideas
of Mussolini and his myth of a nation-state assumed a new
conception of life, a powerful innovating movement and the
beginning of a new fascist culture. The political instability and social
unrest in Italy thus called for long awaited measures by the Italian
people through the embodiment of fascism, a righ:»\x:ing extreme
nationalist ideology led by a charismatic leader, Benito Mussolini.
Thus, the misery caused by the First World War influenced new
political developments in many countries of the world. The most
dangerous development was the triumph of fascism in three
countries i.e. Italy, Germany and Japan (enemies of Allied powers in
the IT World War) which eventually formed ‘Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis’
which had precarious consequences not only for the peoples of
Europe but for the whole world. As a legacy of the First World War,
Fascism ushered a new radical ideology that presented new challenges
and set conditions for drastic change throughout Europe. Therefore,
an analysis of the doctrine of fascism and its underlying philosophy
even after a century of its triumph is not only crucial for

a::]' 2 socialist turned nationalist,
exhorted the sentiments of
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Preface

Research is an ongoing process. Every day we come
across something new and that is due to research. In fact,
knowingly or unknowingly we discover many new things in our
day-to-day life and this is how we contribute and expand our
knowledge. In simple term research means to search again. In
academics it is nothing but a detailed and systematic study of
something relevant to our society and humanity to find out the
truth or more information about it. Moreover, it is through
research that we can find the cause as well as solution to a
problem. Therefore, we need to encourage research in every
field to combat various issues and problems that we are facing.
In this regard, it gives me immense pleasure to present this

multidisciplinary book titled “Research Analytics” in the hands
of the readers.

This book contains 19 research papers both in English
and Hindi medium from diverse areas i.e. natural science,
social science, literature, management etc. submitted from the
different states of India. Every chapter has its own significance
and provides an in-depth knowledge to the readers as well as
researchers from their field. | hope that the readers and

researches will be benefitted and get prolific content from this
book.

I'am truly thankful to all the authors for their meticulous
efforts of writing and contributing their paper to this book.
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ETHNICITY AND ECONOMIC
BACKWARDNESS IN NORTH
EAST INDIA

DRr. DiPON GHOSH

Introduction

country (ar Region) i cali=g sconomically packward

ar undardeveloped If it possasses certain ningernng

factors of econamic development These ara 42550k
pressure of population, scarcity of capital undardevalopac natural
resources, low level of percapita income, ises ndusinalization
tack of advanced technology underdeveloped human rescursss
and traditonal agriculturs (Rodan 1943, Singer 1958, Lizbensiein
1957, Nurkse 1961 Lewis 1954 Myrdal 1§72, Vinsr 1852)
Prof. Meier and Baldwin (1857) diided the characiansties of
underdevelopad economies into two proad categories Asscaatve
and Causative. The former ara those characteristics which may
best be considered as only 3 concomitant of poverty and tha [afier
ara those which account for poverty of inhibit deveicpment. Ths
farmer category includas two basic charactanstics w2 primary
production and population pressura while the |atier Zomprsas
four other charactenstics underdavaloped natural rescurcas
econamically backward population capitaf deficiency and faraign
trade onentation

All ragions may not be squally devaioped In an economy
In India, the North Eastern Region {NER] is called as an
underdevelopad ragion because of the prasanca of many
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